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Swing through time 

1992  

2017  



Swing through time: 25 years of international effort 

Ç 1992: UNFCCC and other Rio Convention adopted  

Ç 1997: Kyoto Protocol with GHG targets for developed countries for 

2008-2012; focused on mitigation; market-based mechanisms 

Ç 2001: Marrakesh Accords: Kyoto Protocolôs rulebook agreed  adopted  

Ç 2007: Bali Action plan, negotiations on post-2012 framework; growing 

importance of adaptation 

Ç 2009:  Copenhagen (perceived failure) 2010: Cancun agreements 

Ç 2011: Mandate to reach new agreement by 2015 in Paris  

Ç 2012: amendments for the 2nd commitment period of the KP agreed  

  



From UNFCCC (1992) to the Paris agreement (2017) 
The number of climate or climate-related laws has gone up from around 50 

in 1997 (the year of the Kyoto Protocol)é  



é to 400 climate or climate-related laws in 2009 (ahead of the Copenhagen 

Summit)é  

From UNFCCC (1992) to the Paris agreement (2017) 



é to over 800 climate or climate-related laws at the end of 2014 (ahead 

of the Paris Summit in December 2015.  

From UNFCCC (1992) to the Paris agreement (2017) 



Number of climate laws doubles every 4-5 years 

Source: 2015 Global Climate Legislation Study  

There are now over 800 climate laws and policies worldwide 

From 54 laws when Kyoto was signed, and 426 in Copenhagen 

  



Technical progress  



Yet politics remained a challenge 

Ç Equity considerations 

Ç Burden sharing 

Ç Who pays for actions by developing countries 

Ç Additional challenges of economic and financial 

crisis/austerity 

Ç Political and legal challenges of going for legally binding 

agreement in the US and China  

Ç Short-termism of politicians across board 

Ç Lack of trust 

 

Paris: Make or break & Learning from the Copenhagen failure  



Paris: Political tipping point? 

Ç Largest number of participants in UNFCCC history  

Ç 30,372 total: 19,208 governments, 6306 NGOs, 2798 media (Copenhagen- 

27,294 participants) 

Ç Largest COP site - ~1km2  

Ç Largest number of heads of state (150) under one roof in the world 

history  

 
  



12 December 2015: Paris Agreement Adopted 



Slide credit: Axel Michaelowa, Perspectives 
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target and then try to do a little better every 
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is no action, just promises. As long as 
fossil fuels appear to be the cheapest fuels 
out there, they will be continued to be 
�E�X�U�Q�H�G�´ 

James Hansen in Guardian 

 

 


